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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via 
email to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achieve-
ments and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief 
On April 2, 2009, the Appropriations Committee 
released a proposed budget for FY2009-10. 
Overall, the Appropriations Committee’s budget 
increases education funding over both the cur-
rent year and the Governor’s proposal for FY 
2009-10. The Appropriations Committee’s pro-
posal flat-funds the major education grants, in-
cluding the ECS grant, but includes significant 
increases for magnet schools grants and open 
choice grants (Plainville does receive open 
choice funding). 
While the Appropriations Committee’s proposal 
increases education funding, it decreases non-
education municipal aid. Grants to the town to 
repair roads and offset property-tax exemptions 
are all scheduled to go down under this pro-
posal. 
If enacted, the decrease in non-education mu-
nicipal aid could increase the number of munici-
palities looking to layoffs and other areas to fill 
that funding gap. In a recent survey done by the 
Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, 53% 
of municipalities indicated that they would layoff 
employees under the Governor’s budget pro-
posal. If the Governor’s budget proposal were 
cut by an additional 5-10%, 81% of municipali-
ties said layoffs would be necessary.  
 

Nutmeg Nominee Author Visits MSP 
2010 Nutmeg Book Award nominee Susan Beth 
Pfeffer, author of Life as we Knew It, as well as 
75 additional young adult fiction books, recently 
visited with students at the middle school. Pfef-
fer’s publications include young adult historical 
fiction, modern realistic fiction, and science fiction 
books.  

Artists Shine at Linden!  
The annual Linden Student Art show is currently 
on display, showcasing the artwork of every kin-
dergarten through fifth grade student at Linden. 
The Linden Art Show opens in March each year 
in recognition of Youth Art Month, which is also 
celebrated in March. In addition, parent teacher 
conferences are held in March, and according to 
Linden Art Teacher Barbara Friedman, “The 
art show gives parents a sense of the scope and 
sequence of the elementary art curriculum and is 
the perfect opportunity to showcase students’ 
skill, effort and creativity.” 

Did You Know? 
Toffolon’s School Psychologist Joyce Day re-
cently earned a Ph.D from North Central Uni-
versity in Prescott Valley, Arizona. The topic of 
her final dissertation was: Impact of Caregiver 
Psychoeducation as an Adjunct Treatment for 
Children with Psychiatric Disorders. 

Toffolon Fifth Grader Honored for 
Fire Prevention Poster  
Toffolon fifth grader Yulibeth Gonzalez was a 
2008-09 Fire Prevention Poster Contest County 
Winner for Hartford County. Only four posters 
from Hartford County were selected. Yulibeth re-
ceived $400 in savings bonds and was honored 
at a recent statewide luncheon joined by her 
teacher Susan Fabrizio, art teacher Michael 
Zaba, Principal Lynn Logoyke, and Plainville 
Fire Marshal Larry Sutherland. 


